
Ten years - making difference 

A dream is the bearer of a new possibility, the enlarged 

horizon, and the great hope - Howard Thurman

It was a dream to apply acquired knowledge & experience of  15 

years and build a hospital of  our own and provide treatment , care & 

learning in the manner we sought. Most importantly to be able to 

provide treatment without comprise to the poor who are affected 

with cancer. 

It seemed over ambitious especially considering the expense 

required. Secondly a question arose whether one needed such a 

hospital in the city  labeled as “ Mecca of  Medicine “ and which had 

several medical college hospitals , mega corporate hospitals and a 

huge cancer centre . Third was a comment by the head of  corporate 

Hospital that poor patients would prefer a government hospital than 

a charitable one! 

These facts were relevant but the dream was an over powering one 

and it was cherished for a very long time. We went ahead to acquire a 
thsmall building in Ashok Nagar , Chennai and began our work on 27   

Aug 2008.  The entire circle known to us got activated and 898 

donors contributed to the acquisition of  the property and provision 

of  the facility to the public. More Charities and philanthropists 

chipped in & we could develop an ICU like facility at the day care, 

equip the laboratory, sponsor the treatment & also provide good 

salaries to the staff.  

The local media was generous and word of  mouth had created an 

impact.  Patients started to seek in help and soon chemotherapies 

began. In the initial months many of  them wanted a second opinion, 

some came to explore and some thought it was a palliative care 

home. The turning point was in Jan 2009 when a newly diagnosed 

case child with blood cancer and a lady with Breast cancer were 

started with treatment. Then on it was steady progress and both the 

poor and middle class people with various cancers & blood diseases 

started coming here for definitive treatment.

Another landmark year was 2014. This year persons who were 

hitherto patients with us emerged as Cancer victors and stood with 

happiness & pride at the Cancer victors day celebrations.  A victor is 

labeled so after completing 4 or 5 years (depending on the cancer) 

of  follow up after completion of  treatment. It was a great moment 

for us! The success of treatment at our centre was now proven! In 

the coming years the numbers have swelled   and victors emerged 

from here are a sizeable chunk at this function. 

Yes ! This has made us happy but we feel that the centre definitely 

has more potential. It has seen a turnover of  10,000 people over last 

decade & the new cases taken up of  treatment is 1500.  And these 

numbers could have been much higher but for the challenges it 

faced. 

Firstly this was a stand alone, single specialty and a single doctor 

facility.  The centre has Diagnostic and chemotherapy facilities but 

surgeries or inpatient care was not possible. Many patients sought “ 

all under one roof  “ place. 

Secondly we were totally new to city, its people and to the medical 

fraternity here. People generally go to established places and to 

known names. Referral also comes from doctors when you and your 

prowess is known to them 

Thirdly there were a large number of  patients who had a disease 

which had relapsed one or more times and who were not responding 

to treatment at their hospital. There was little we could do to them 

Fourthly there were patients, especially from the middle class, who 

had taken incomplete treatment due to paucity of  resources and had 

relapsed now and sought free treatment. Many of  them were 

originally in early stages.  But now their staging & prognosis had 

changed and we were unable to sponsor them fully. Had they come at 

their first diagnosis this could have been possible. 

Then there were skeptics who thought this was a small facility not 

classy enough to suit their standards. 

Challenges aside, what makes us happy is that every patient who has 

sought our help has been taken care of  well. The treatment is at par 

with any other cancer centre in the world. The staff  here is highly 

trained. 80% of patients get free treatment. The rest get a host of  

concessions, 20% off  on medicines, discounted scans & tests and 

highly discounted surgeries & radiotherapy.  The free mammogram 

project  has screened 1200 women .The Breast cancer awareness 

program arising  from here has reached out to 1,20,000 women all 

over Tamil Nadu. And our cancer free tomorrow campaign in schools 

has motivated lakhs of  children

Looking back at our work over the decade, this small centre has 

made a change to a small number of  people but the difference it has 

made to their lives is very big. . The outreach programs have been 

significant and the impact of  these will be seen in the next decade or 

so, when cancer will be picked up early or even prevented from 

occurrence 

In the decade that comes next we hope to be much stronger, make 

bigger differences, rope in more people 

both lay and medical and strive to make 

tomorrow cancer free. 
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